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i ! MORAL ACTION AT THE BALLOT- 
A BOX. 

v When bank, or sub-treasury, tariff or 
j,V free trade, or any other mere pecuniary 
A interest that divides parties is the qnes- 
V tion to be decided at the ballot-box, it 
til may have no more a moral bearing than 
J*t the question whether we go north or south 
^ to mill or to market. . But when human 
l 5 j liberty and the rights ofGod are at stake, 
voting becomes one of our greatest moral 
A actions. 

Suppose your nearest and dearest 
ij^fiends were slaves where Cougress could 
free them ; would it not be as great a sin 
X for Congress to hold them by votes and 
J laws, as for the masters to hold them by 
1,1) whips and chains? And what' would you 
is I think of men who would nominate and 
»c vote for such rulers us would continue 
J'i those wicked laws, and bind your own fam- 
lA ily with galling fetters, and even refuse to 
4 bear your petition, or, if they will hear it, 
W tell you beforehand they will reject it ?— 

? What would you say of neighbors, church 
lt r members, and ministers, who should refuse 
J their aid, or vote for proslavery men ?— 
4 Would you not feel that they are unnier- 
t ciful and unjust, and therefore wicked ? — 
And. if you should vote pro-slavery, or re- 
fuse to vote anti-slavery when you might, 
out what would your friends think of your 
natural affection ? of your morals ? What 
ili!:, shall we think 7 What will God think of 
you, wlnPfiat the polls do not remember 
JA them that are in bond as bouud with you ? 

If your Legislature should disfranchise all 
be 5 the ministers, and forbid them to speak in 
Jesus’s name, would you not take this 
question to the ballot-box, ns paramount 
of j ( to mere money matters ? If you would 
l ti, do it for this, and would not for the slave, 
«h then you would strain at a gnat and swal- 
low „n camel! If Jesus Christ were in 
prison in the national domain, where Cpn- 
gre* could let him out, wbtlld it not be a 
lit, sin to nominate and vote for such rulers as 
‘is: would continue to confine him there 7— 
Whit is done to the least of his disciples 
jjjjjj in done to him ; and, therefore, Christ in 
i : ;,, his Lnemhers, is imprisoned, whipped, 
Ata branded, and set at naught, trodden un- 
ls » der foot, and crucified afresh, in the dis- 
ts l !i trict|and territories ; and all this is done by 
Si A he VI jtes of northern hypocrites and des- 
I„, potsj who have a large majority in Con- 
nW gress 7 And is there no sin in all this 7 — 
EI U Northern despotism, like the car of Jug- 
™‘ gernnut, is crushing whole hecatombs of 
human victims beneath its wheels, and 
! E; presling the sweat, and blood, and tears. 
s » and extorting the sigh and the shriek, and 
thegroan of our equal brethren who are 
.jy blessed with a darker hue than ours. And 
M , this is done by nicked voting. Jehovah 
nn comphiincd of the political sins of Israel ; 
'* They set up kings, but not by me ; princes 
hut I. knew it not; they framed mischief 
‘I,,’, hy a law ; they fast without breaking eve- 
! ■: ry yoke ; they refused to let the oppressed 
» i go free, nnd would not deliver the oppress- 
® ed out of the band of the oppressor. God 
m \ requires men to choose rulers who fear 
X <!od and hate the covetousness of slavery, 
d ii He iays, He that ruleth over men must he 
7; just J i. e. be in favor of equal rights.— 
/Therefore, it is His will that such and 
[J'l such only, as hate the injustice of slavery 

I I,; should rule over iis ; nnd hence it is His 
tmi: willtthat such should be nominated, and 

that all should vote for them ; and, there- 
' fore!it is each individual’s duty to do 
4: whether the majority do bis will or not. 
e nt? So, it is a sin to support pro-slavery par- 
Ai ties by our votes or influences ; and, nr 

II * the Whigs nnd Democrats are united with, 
'Ji' dependent on, and governed by the slave 
[j,ij power, in their party movements, it is s 
dilk sin to support them so long as they sup- 
f J»; port the sum of all villanies ; yea, it is a 
! e ™ ( sin as great ns njl the miseries it produces 
^ to souls and bodies,, for time and eternity 
den• And these are neither small nor few. Be- 
M’ 5 fore the last national election, no one 
ftft could know beforehand hut his single vote 
X might turn the scale and elect a slave-hol- 
j]jj der for Vice President ; and if one rnote 
stop than half the Representatives in Congress 
I®" 5 should vote to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
in “ trict and the Senate half for and half] 
“J: against it, then the single vote of him 
jUst whom my single vote has elevated there, 

® holds those slaves in chains four yeai 
X longer. Let all their agonies for time and 
X eternity (which this vote produces) show 
pi the magnitude of the sin of a single vote 
0 in the light of the judgment day. 

But suppose my single vote did not turn 
the scale, but should be one among ten 
y thousand, I sin as much as if I were alone; 
JS* for the responsibility cannot be divided 
foi# among ns, any more than it can among 
if® 1 * ten men who murder one. It cannot be 
if l [. said that each of them are only a tenth 
ca J[ part guilty of murder, and should be but a 
s ’ tenth part hung. As each of these if 
c’ti? whole murderer—so each pro-slavery 
ter is a whole enslaver for all the slaves 
that Cougress can free. And is not tl 
greater sin than murder ? But suppose 
my vote had been with the minority i 
■ tlK' choosing the Vice President ; even then 
e 1' am guilty, on the same principle that 
X man is guilty of murder who attempts to 
e * murder and does not succeed. Nor have 
j/t\ we any right to choose the hast of two 
ilf ed evils. This is doing evil that good may 


ting covetousness,’ (especially the covet- {laws of rectitude, or right and wrong, even 

ousness of slavery,)and then we shall have | though it combines and represents, all | of Exodus* -A class of individuals . 
no right to refuse, through fear that we the power and authority of seventeen, will remember, who had it in their pow 

shall not succeed. And.yet we have rea- or seventeen hundred millions, than were commanded by the king of Egypt 

hope for success ; 1st, because God, ! it can destroy/suspend, or nullify the \ destroy sj 
and conscience, and reason, and scripture physical laws which govera the mate-; be born. 

"*-side; and therefore no ! rial universe. Can the Legislature of 1 Ili-j feared Gi 


jj . Nor is it any excuse to say, if I do 
5 1 elect a slave holder somebody else will 
elect another that is worse. This is li‘ 
s? holding slaves,lest others would treat thi 
'’’,1 worse ; or keeping tavern and sending 
‘k) 1 eouls to hell,lest others should do it w< 
e r4 Just as if a Christian can do it more pi 

|y thau a wicked man cau. It must be ad- 
milted, however, that these flagrant si 
c ' are often committed through ignorance, 

,/ did the Jews when they killed the Prince 
■fi of Life ; and so it may be with some, who 
|F refuse to vote at all. They do not realize 
that for want of their vote, even Jesus 
)■ Christ, in his members, must stay in pris- 
(,{>* ^on, because they visit him not. It is 
•Vtrange, it is passing strange, that an opin- 
.lion of such fatal tendency cannot be of j 
„,l 1 God ! The effect of scattering votes is the 
same, or worse—it is all sin and folly. 
and, like a great wine-press, squeezing out 
/ our brother’s blood, which drenches earth 
and cries to Heaven for vengeance ! Je¬ 
hovah speaks—let all obey. ‘Choose out 

from among you men fearing God and ha- 
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NO. If 


find recorded in the first chapter ' bloodhounds, to recover a poor 


I chamber towards Jerusalem, he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed and gave thanks before his God,as 
i he did aforetime.’ How he was accused, 

; and how the famished lions crouched at 
Ins feet, awed by the presence of a con¬ 
demned criminal, you all know. The fate 
— ; of his accusers you know too. He would 
not put down his window, he would not 
drop the curtains ; but in the open light 
of day he would bid defiance to the ac¬ 
cursed and impious mandate of the Ring. 
He would violate human law when it con- 
tv ho-j flicted with the diviti 


pon formed against us shall 

2d, because God has already help- 
ts by confounding the counsels of the 
political Achithopels of the day, aud by in¬ 
creasing our vote in two years and a half ' 
from six to seven thousand, to forty to fif¬ 
ty thousand ; and in some States there are 
lgh uow who would go with us, if they 
knew we should succeed at the next elec¬ 
tion, to make us succeed if they would 
now go with us ; and they will be rapidly 
falling iu with us as our prospect bright¬ 
ens. Beta Sigma. 


SUPREMACY OP THE DIVINE LtW. 

A SERMON, 

Preached at Princeton, Bureau, Co., 
Illinois, January, 1843, 

BY OWEN LOVEJOY 
Pastor of the Hampshire Colony Congre¬ 
gational Church. 

“ IVe ought to obey God rather than men." 

Acts 5 : 29. 

It is the duty of a minister, I suppose, 
to regard the wants, rather than the wishes 
of his people. The wickedness of the 
carnal mind, and its odiousness in the 
sight of God, are thqmes on which the un¬ 
renewed are little inclined to dwell : yet 
i doubt, the minister’s duty to 
preach on these subjects. He must have 
i u hat they need, not to what they 
desire. So also with all classes of hearers. 
Thus thought Thomas Scott. His church 
is continually saying to him : “ Preach 
the doctrines of the Bible ; we don’t ex¬ 
pect to he saved hy our good works, nnd 
like to hear so much about prac¬ 
tical subjects ; give us the doctrine !” But 
excellent man still adhered to his plan 
of preaching what his people needed, rath¬ 
er than what they desired. In doing this 
he calmly expected, and meekly endured 
the reproaches of ninny, and injured his 
reputation ; but for all this he found more 
thanu recompense, in the approval of his 
conscience, the smiles of his God, nnd the 
final approbation of many who at first op¬ 
posed him. 

1 shall not tnke it for granted, that any 
ic will he opposed to the sentiments of 
this discourse, for I do not mean,nnd hope 
I shall not advance anything contrary to 
word of God, and w hich, indeed, is 
clenrly contained there. And who is 
prepared to oppose the word of God? But 
if there should be any one, whose senti- 
meuts do not coincide with those that may 
be advanced, all that I have to say is, 
search the scriptures. If I speak not ac¬ 
cording to the lively oracles contained 
there, then let it be anathema ; But if 1 do, 
then let all bewnre how they oppose it, 
lest haply they be found fighting against 
Go4 

“ We ought to obey God rather than 

The sentiment which I deduce from 
these words, and which I mean to estab¬ 
lish and enforce, is this : 

The right and duty of violating human 
laws when they conflict with the Divine. 

There seems to be in the minds of some 
a blind, idolatrous respect for human laws, 
without much regard to the fact whether 
they command that which is right or 
wrong; and these same people are great¬ 
ly scandalized when they hear anything 
about the violation of law. The saying 
has gone abroad and its correctness seems 
almost unquestioned,— Voxpopuli vox Dei. 
“ The voice of the people is the voice of | 
God.” It fulls from the lips of almost ev¬ 
ery demagogue, and is found on the pages 
of almost every political newspaper, whose 
sole business is, to flatter the sovereign 
people, and exalt man above God. The 
inhabitants of this nation have been tick¬ 
led so long with the sound of “ sovereign¬ 
ty, sovereignty,” that in their collective 
capacity, they seem to fancy themselves 
indeed supreme and independent of Jeho¬ 
vah himself. The inspired language ap¬ 
plied hy way of prophecy, to the nrrogaut 
pretensions of the Man of Sin, is descrip¬ 
tive of this feeling. “ Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called 
God* or is worshipped ; so that he as God, 
sitteth in the temple ofGod, showing him¬ 
self that he is God.” And, as this is the 
proud and arrogant feeling of the mass, in 
their associated capacity, so there is a 
blind reverence paid to this collective body 
by the separate constituent parts of which 
it is composed : insomuch that many in¬ 
dividuals yield this many-headed monster 
a deeper reverence, and a readier obedi¬ 
ence, than they vield to the God above the 
skies. But I am prepared to say, that a 
more impious dogma was never broached 
and promulgated than this, that the voice 
of the people is the voice of God. And I 
am willing to stand, though alone, and 
lift up my voice, though solitary—yet 1 
know that it is not by thousands—and in¬ 
sist on it, that the Most High ruleth among 
the nations of the earth—that He is su¬ 
preme, and that universal obedience is due 
to Him, the laws of earth to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

It ought evermore to be remembered 
that human legislation does not make right 
and wrong ; that is not its object; that it 
cannot do—its only aim is, or ought to be, 
to establish and secure right ; to prevent 
and suppress wrong. To ascertain what 
is right, aud what is wrong, we must have 
some other standard besides the ever 
rving and contradictory enactments of con¬ 
gresses, Legislatures and Parliaments.— 
The legislation ofthese bodies can 
destroy, suspend, or nullify the eternal 


r the Congress of the United States it. 


change wormwood into honey 7 Can they 
make bitter sweet, or sweet bitter 7 Cau 
they make lead swim, or iron soft, by an 
of legislation 7 Can they make the 
strait crooked, or the crooked strait 7 So 
neither can they make right wrong and 
wrong right. Can they make it right to 
lie, to blaspheme God, or to be cruel 7— 
Never ! 1 know that some argue in this 

way, even some of our eloquent orators 
and gifted statesmen. They tell us that 
hat the laws make property, is prop- 
i.” “ What the Jaw makes sweet, is 

et.” “Here sir, eat a piece of this 
mwood. How does it taste, sir ?”-— 
h ! ns bitter as gall.” “ Why, no sir, 
the law says it is sweet, and therefore it is 
o.” We smile at the puerile superstition 
if the African who believes that his fellow 
svage is transformed into an alligator; 
and then commits fearful depredations on 
the tribe. But let the oracular saying he 
announced from the lips of some of our 
honorable law-tnakers, who have advanc¬ 
ed highest among the ineffable degrees of 
gambling, duelling, and slnveholding,— 
that which the Jaw makes an alligator, 
an alligator,” and it is a very rational, 
pithy declaration, challenging, and secur¬ 
ing the belief of not a few. Now such n 
course of reasoning, if reasoning it can be 
called, in regard to things of this nature, 
in more absurd, no more ridiculous, and 
more dangerous withal, than it is ill re¬ 
gard to subjects of a moral nature. Who 
take a dose of poison because the 
legislature says it won’t injure him 7 And 
who believes it right to “ bewray the wan¬ 
derer,” nnd turn away the hungry unfed 
from the door, because the law commands 
prohibits it 7 Now God always com¬ 
mands that which is right nnd prohibits 
that which is wrong ; all which be en¬ 
joins or forbids is consistent with the ever¬ 
lasting distinction which exists*in the ve¬ 
ry nature of things, between right and 
wrong ; that which human laws enjoin nnd 
forbid is not thus consistent, and therefore 
we ought to obey God rather than man." 
If we compare the legislators iu this 
ise, we shall unavoidably come to the 

Here is God nnd man ; the eternal, om- 
ipotent, independent, self-existent, 1 AM, 
n the one side ; nnd on the other—who 7 
look ! little, frail, dependent, created, 
short-lived man—in a word, a worm like 
myself ; and when the commands of these 
two beings come in competition, can I 
hesitate which to obey 7—when the parent 
tells the child do one thing, nnd his little 
school mate tells him to do another, which 
mandate ought the child to obey 7 Sup¬ 
posing the whole school should concert to¬ 
gether and pass a resolution that they 
ould not obey their parents—would that 
dense them from filial obhgation 7— 
When Henry returns from school, the fa¬ 
ther says ; “ Go drive up the cows my 
* “ No, I shan’t, father.” “ Why 

you shan’t, and why not, pray 7” “Be¬ 
cause we all pnssed a resolution at school, 
to-day, that we would not mind our pa¬ 
rents any more.” “ Yes but, my sou, you 
ight not to have helped pnssejl such a 
resolution, you are under obligation to 
obey me rather than your school mates. 
So go along, and do ns I bid you, my soil.” 
“ Yes, but, father, I took an oath over the 
first class book that I would keep the res¬ 
olution, aDd now if I do not, all the boys 
will point at me nnd cry shame.” Now 
parents what would you do with such a 
boy 7 Would you hold him guiltless be¬ 
cause there was a law prohibiting his obe¬ 
dience to yon 7 Would the oath save 
him from the rod 7 No, you would 
punish him, and the more severely for hav- 
r deliberately entered into an agreement 
disobey you. He ought not to have 
helped pass the resolution, he ought not to 
have taken the oath, and after all, he ought 
have disregarded parental authori- 
What strange confusion the devil 
works among the hearts of men ! Just 
as though a promise to do wrong justifies 
the wrong doing. It is wrong to rob, yes, 
y wrong tq, rob; but when you have 
:e sworn to join a gang of banditti, it is 
harm to go and plunder as much as you 
please. No, my brethren, this is bad rea- 
No promise, no oath of allegi- 
nan, can release us from 
legiance to God. The child cannot throw 
off his obligation to his parent, 

obligations to our Eter¬ 
nal Father. Has not He the first, the 
highest claim upon us 7 All laws, there¬ 
fore, all promises, all oaths, that require 
u$ to rebel against God, and disobey him, 
are null and void, without force or obli¬ 
gation, and must be trampled on. W’hat, 
must I give heed to the buzzing of 
pany of grasshoppers, and disregard the 
tluinderings of Sinai 7 Must I listen 
the voice of a worm, and turn a deaf 
to the voice of God 2 If then we compel 
the law-makers, and balance their claims, 
e cannot hesitate in the decision that, we 
ight to obey God rather than man. 

The same thing is evident from the ex- 
nple of good men, as recorded both in 
sacred and profane history. Let us lake 
some examples to our purpose as they 


Egypt was s 
king’s word. 
The law- ill, 


fleeing from the persecutions of a Having thus glanced at the example of 
bloodthirsty tyrant. And I trust and know , ancient saints, allow me to direct your at- 

r -. ... - -TP 1 t0 ll >at there are priests not a few who wit! | tentinn to one or tw o instances recorded 

he male children wlio Should , do as they did. But there w as one naan j in the New Testament, 
ut it is alsorecorded that they then w ho was ready to flo the Jirty w ork In the fourth chapter of Acts, it is writ- 
and disobeyed*the king. Let! of the despot. Doeg, the Edomite, was j ten thus : ‘And they,’—that is, the rulers, 
bered that the government of ready to butcher the priests of the Lord. ; the law-makers—‘calleff them,’—the dis- 
bsolute monarchy,— the Doeg was his name. If you extract one ! eiples—‘and commanded them 


decree, was of eourse law. ' of tfie letters it will still describe a class of 
aid—‘Kill,’—and they had n»en not yet extinct. 

o be loyal to their king— So also with t(ie Levites as recorded *n 
to be ‘subject to the powers that be.’ God Chronicles. They would not sacrifice to 
on the other hand said, ‘ihon shall not kill.’; 'Be idols that Jeroboam had set up ; lliey 
Now w hat shall they do 7 Obey the king 4 forsook their homes, their cities, and all 
of Egypt, their earthly sovereign, -or the <hey had, rather than worship calves, tho’ 
Ring of Heaven, their Eternal Sovereign? they were made of gold, and though the 
Why, they feared God, and obeyed Him, ! I a,v required it. 

as all w ho for Him w ill do. And we are ! The next event to which I invite your 
informed ^ia{ the Lord was well pleased, attention, as appropriate to my objection 
and blesseA them for so doing. Indeed "*H find recorded in the third chapter of 
we might, giiejs that God would he well j Daniel. You wi'll please recollqct that 
pleased w itTPsneh a cottrsfc. of conduct, ‘ nvy object is to show, from the example of j 


though we had Ho positive instruc¬ 
tion on the point ; we con easily imagine 
that the great Jehovah would not like to 
be set aside for the monarch of Egypt, or 
even for such an august body as the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly of the State of Illinois. 

Plioraoh was still intent on maintaining 
his law, and charged his people saying— 
‘Every son that is born ye shall cast into 
the river, and every daughter ye shall save 
alive.’ The account of the violation of 
this Egyptian law is iu the next chapter. 
This was done, as you will recollect, by 
the mother nf Moses, who in defiance of 
the law of the land, ‘harbored and secre¬ 
ted, fed, clothed and comforted’ her child 
for the space of three months'. This trans¬ 
action is referred to in the epis. of the He¬ 
brews ns follows : ‘By faith Moses, when 
he was born, was hid three months of his 
parents, because they saw he was a prop¬ 
er child, and they were not afraid of the 
King’s commandment.’ It must still be 
borne in mind that the King’s command¬ 
ment was the constituted authority of the 

Pity there had not been some one pres¬ 
ent to admonish this good woman of the 
danger and wickedness of disobeying the 
law. “ What, Madam, you do not think 
of saving your child alive, do you 7 Don’t 
you know what the king’s comiiinodmcnt 
is ! Go, thr*w it into the river, and let 
the alligators devour it. I suppose it must 
be rather hard for a mother to destroy her 
own child, but then you know it is law, 
and must be done. ” Don’t talk to that 
mother about keeping the law, when it 
commands her to destroy her own off¬ 
spring 7 She won’t hear it—she won’t bear 
it—she will not obey it. 

I suppose if the legislature of Illinois 
should enact a law like thnt which issued 
from the throne of Egpyt—and such a law 
would not be a particle more abominable, 
not a whit more in contravention of the 
Divine Law than those which now dis¬ 
grace our statute books in regard to peo¬ 
ple of color—if such a law should be puss- 
ed, I say, 1 suppose there would not he 
anting, among our modern idolaters of | 
iw, those who would take—perhaps those 
who would seek—the office of bahy-killer- 
geueral, and who would shoulder a basket 
of helpless infants, and march down to the 
and drown them with ns little re¬ 
morse ns they now sack and drown a lit- 
of kittens! And why not 7 It is law ! 
one of my congregation need aspire 
after the office. If any such appointment 
should be required and made, a Virginian, 
no doubt, will receive it. 

The next instance of rebellion against 
authority which is to my purpose, is found 
in the 14th chapter of 1st Samuel. It was 
during a contest between the children of | 
Israel and their enemies, the Philistines. 
Before they went out to battle, Saul had 
adjured the people, and pronounced a 
curse on any one who should taste any 
food for the day. Jonathan, his son, hud 
miraculously discomfited the enemy, and 
being faint, tasted "a little honey contrary 
to law. After the lots were cast, and Jon¬ 
athan was taken, his father said to him — 
‘Tell me what thou hast done 7 And Jon¬ 
athan told him and said, I did but taste a 
little honey with the end ’of my rod, and 
lo ! I must die. And Saul answered and 
said, God do so to uie and more also ; for 
thou wilt snrely die, Jonathao. And the ! 
people said shall Jonathan die, who has 
wrought this great salvation in Israel 7— 
God forbid : as the Lord liveth,there shall 
not a hair of bis head fall to the ground ; 
for be hath wrought with God to-day ; so 
the people rescued Jonalhau that he died 

Another instance is recorded in the 22d 
chapter of the same book. ‘And the king 
said unto the footmen,’ or gurrd, ‘that 
stood about him ; Turn and slay the priests 
of the Lord,because their hand is also with 
David, because they knew when David 
fled, and did not show it to me. But the 
servants of the king would not put forth 
their hand to fall upon the priests of the 
Lord.’ 

Now, it must be remembered that these 
soldiers had taken a solemn oath to obey 
the king in all things ; they were his staff, 
his body guard ; but as a matter of course, 
when they took that oath, it was under¬ 
stood that the king should not command 
them to do any thing which their con¬ 
sciences forbid them to do—any thing 
contrary to the law of God. As soon as 
he did—as spoil as he had laid any com- 
iand upon them that God 


cur in the Bible. The first instance of fcr t , |e( £ to obev> their duty to Sau)! King 
those who chose to obey God rather than of j^j. was a ; iml || e d by' their superior 


tasted,’ and who thi 


jf| wtiat had the priests doue 7 Why, when 
good | David was fleeing from the sword of Saul, 
iinely j hunted like a partridge upon the mountain, 
use oe appnseu um* *..c a“t hor j j ust t h c slaves now are, the priests re- 
miry farming congregation, who to go and in f ortn t | ie Ring. They 

-ould not turn catchpoles, toadies 


t «lies, 
Hants are refined and 
i the illustration a . 


e to elegant language j 1 


good men, that it is right nnd a duty to 
break human laws when they conflict with 
the divine. 

I have not lime to relVearse the whole 
history. You remember how the proud 
king Nebuqjiadnezzar rflade a golden im¬ 
age that lowered to the heavens, and is¬ 
sued a decree that all the people should 
worship it. He determined to have a pom¬ 
pous ceremony at its dedication, and so 
sent out and collected all the princes, the 
governors, captains, judges, treasurers, 
counsellors,sheriffs, nnd all the rulers of} 
the provinces—in a word, here were all 
the office holders, and no doubt all the of¬ 
fice seekers, ready to worship a golden 
image, u golden calf, an old man Tip, or 
the lip end nf ail old man, just ns circum¬ 
stances might require. When the crowd 
had assembled—fifty thousand and more 
perhaps—of course so many people can’t 
do wrong—-there came out the herald with 
his brazen trumpet, and wound his blast 
ns a token of silence, aud then cried aloud 
—‘To you it is commanded, O people, na¬ 
tions and languages, that nt what time ye 
bear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, 
ye fall down and worship the golden im¬ 
age that Ring Nebuchadnezzar hath set 
up.’ This is the law. Now follows the 
penalty. ‘And whoso fullelh not down 
and worshipeth, shall the same hour bp 
cust into the midst of a burning fiery fur¬ 
nace.’ The nppninted signal was given, 
and the multitudes bowed themselves to 
the ground before the senseless idol. But 
there were three who stood erect amid 
the prostrate throng—three who would vi¬ 
olate human law that required a violation 
of the divine. They were, however, in¬ 
dicted. The Chaldeans accused them to 
the King. The interview between them 
and the tyrant I must repeat to you,— 
‘Then Nehuchaduezzar in his rage and fu¬ 
ry,’(lie stormed, I suppose, like a slave¬ 
holder when his victim escapes from his 
clutches) ‘commanded to bring Shadrach, 
Mcshnch nnd Abednago. Then they 
brought these men before the King. Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar spnke and said unto them : 
Is it true, O Slmdrach,Mesliach and Alied- 
nago, do not ye serve my gods, nor wor¬ 
ship the golden image that I have set up 7 
Now, if ye be ready, that at what time ye 
hear the sound of the cornet, Imrp, flute, 
snekbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds 
of music, ye fall down and worship the 
image which I have set up, well : but if 
ye worship not, ye shall he cast the same 
hour into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace ; and who is that God that shall 
deliver you out of my hands 7’ ‘Then 
they answered and said unto the King : O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to an¬ 
swer thee concerning this matter. If it 
he so, God whom we serve is nble to de¬ 
liver us from the burning fiery furnace,and 
he will deliver us out of thy hand, O King^j 
But if not, be it known unto thee, OKing, 
that we will not serve thy god nor wor¬ 
ship the golden image that thou hast set 

up-’ 

Noble hearted heroes! They looked 
the king in the face with unblanched eye, 
and told him that they would not obey his 
law. They bearded the lion in his den, 
and bid the monster defiance in bis teeth. 
Who does not feel in their very soul that 
this resistance to human law was right 7 
‘O yes, we all admit this ; you need not 
iltiplyiug your cxnmples.’ Be 
patient brethren, I’ll come to the applica¬ 
tion by and by. It may be observed, by 
the way, that it would be well for perse¬ 
cutors to remember what betel the aceu-] 
sers of these young men. More than one 
Haman has verified the inspired saying,— 
‘He that diggeth a pit shall fall therein.’ 

If you will turn to the sixth chapter of 
the same book, you will find another event 
recorded of a similar nature, having the 
same bearing on our subject. Daniel, ati- 
Hebreiv captive, was elevated to the 
office of first President, bringing him in 

ik nest the throne. Of course, he had 
then the oath of allegiance. You know 
the history. Disappointed aspirants sought 
occasion against him ; but his administra¬ 
tion was so faultless, that they could find 
nothing whereof to accuse him. The con¬ 
spirators held a meeting,and were obliged 
to confess that they could find no occasion 
against him, unless they fnuud it concern¬ 
ing the law of his God. They according¬ 
ly induced the King to enact a law, that 
none should be worshipped except hitnsell 
for the space of thirty days throughout 
his kingdom, on penalty of being devoi 
ed by wild beasts. These wily courtiers 
had such unbounded confidence it 
bending rectitude of their hated 
to be sure that lie would not vie 
conscience. The course which Daniel 
took under these circumstances is record¬ 
ed as follows : ‘Now, when Daniel knew 
that the writing was signed,’ (and had 
thus become a law) ‘he went into his 
house, and his windows being open 


peak at all, nor teach in the name of Je- 
us. But Peter and John answered and 
said unto them, whether it be right to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, 
[judge ye. For we cannot’but speak the 
things that we have seen nnd heard.’ 

The next praclical illustration of this 
principle is found in the sixth chapter of 
Acts. The high priests were filled with 
indignation at the Apostles, and had them 
put in prison ; hut the angel opened the 
prison doors and brought them forth, and 
said,‘Go, stand and speak in the temple 
all life words of this life.’ And when tliey 
heard that, they entered into the temple 
early in the moraing, find taught. But ’ 
the high priest came* and they that were 
with him, and called all the council to¬ 
gether, and all the senate of the children 
of Israel, and sent to the prison to have 
them brought.’ Here was tyiite a legisla¬ 
ture convened ! Surely the Apostles won’t 
have the hardihood to disobey the lows 
which this august body shall eunet. Paul 
certaiuly will teach them to ‘he subject to . 
thc powers that be.’ The constables of 
this Sanhedrim, after sitnne search, fouud, 
apprehended and brought the Apostles be¬ 
fore them. The high priest, being speak- 
of the house—it wos’nt any harm for 
misters in those days to be elected to of¬ 
fice—asked them, saying, ‘Did we not 
strictly command you that you should not 
teach in this name 7 And behold ye have 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and' 
mean to bring this mnn’s blood upon us. 
Then Peter and the other Apostles said, 
tie ought to obey God rather .than men.’ 

I might g<Y on nnd - multiply examples 
indefinitely. Why were those worthies 
mentioned in the llfli chapter of Hebrews 
tormented and afflicted, not accepting de¬ 
liverance 7 Because they violated human 

\diich was contrary to the Divine_ 

Why did thousands and thousands more 
gxpirc on the cross and the gibbet 7 Why 
they torn in pieces in the garden of 
i, aud tortured and-butchered in crery 
form that the malice of hell pould invent, 
that of enrth execute !* I will tell you. 
was because they regarded the law of 
God ns supreme ; and would yield it obe- ' 
dience in spitelif human euactments.— 
When the heuthen priests burnt incense to 
Trojan or Jupiter the Christians were re¬ 
quired to touch the censer with their fin¬ 
ger, only with their finger, iu acknowl¬ 
edgment of the divinity of a false god ; 
und they would not do-it—they would die 
first. 

And time would fail to speak of the Pu¬ 
ritans, Non-Comformists, anti patriots of 
the seventeenth century, whose example 
from the tomb still proclaim what their 
lips uttered while living, that opposition to 

.inny, whether embodied in n King or 

Law, is loyalty to God ; tliut disobe¬ 
dience to one is obedience to the oth- 

it be remembered also that the act- 
the American Revolution, whom we 
extol to the heavens ns heroic Patriots, 
ery one of them rebels—that they 
•passively trample on the law and 
then yield to the penalty, but took up arms 
against the law, autftbus were all guilty of 
treason. 

honest enough to acknowledge 
that the British nation is more indebted to 
the resistance of the Puritans to the laws, 
for their liberties, than to any other cause. 

~ the benefit of those who regard 
grenter reverence—thus snith my 
Lord Coke, than a thus saith the Lord 
God Almighty, I will give the following 
extract from known and recognized stan¬ 
dard expounders of law. Lord Coke has 
the following : 

Aud it appears in our books that-in 
many cases the common law wifi control 
of Parliament, and sometimes adjudge 
them to be utterly void- For when an act 
of Parliament is against common Right 
and Reason, repugnant or impossible to 
perform, the common law will control it, 
and adjudge such acts to he void, and 
therefore it is said: some statutes are made 
against Law and Right, which those who 
made them perceiving would not put them 
’ n execution.” 

Blackstone has laid down the following- 
iltra abolition doctrine : ' 

“ The law of nature being coeval with 
nankind and dictated hy God himself, is 
if course, superior iu obligation to any 
other. It is binding over all the globe, in 
all countries, and at all time. No human 
alidity, if contrary to this, 
and such of them as are valid, derive all 
their force and all their authority, tnedi- 
itely aud immediately from this origin- 


Referring to the difficulty of ascertain- 
g what is right and what is wrong, by 
,e efforts of unaided reason, he says— 

“ This has given manifold occasion for 
the divine interposition of Divine Provi¬ 
dence, who, in compassion of the frailty, 
the imperfection and blindness of human 
reason hath been pleased at sundry times 
and in divers manners, to discover and 
enforce its laws by an immediate and di¬ 
rect revelation. The doctrines thus de¬ 
livered we call the revealed or divine law, 
and they are to be found only in the Holy- 
Scriptures. Upon these two foundations 
the law of nature and the law of revela¬ 
tion, depend all human laws ; that is, no 
human jaw should he suffered lo contra¬ 
dict these. And herein it is thnt human 
laws have theirgrentest force and efficacy, 
for with regard to such points as are noc 
indifferent human laws are only declarato-' 
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God, I vowed never to forsake wind blows some of it out and it is lost. An a 
sprinkled with his blood. The of good land will yield two “thousand pounds 
lhisblood. It must stand. Am cotton in the seed and four pounds of cotton 
ter? No, I thank God that I the seed will yield one pound wheu.cleansed a 
the tearful eye and compressed prepared for market. A smart negro will cu 
thers here, into whose melted vate and pick five acres of cotton, and raise 
olution is now sinking, to ob er much corn as will feed himself and the m 
, MEN—WHO .will do or n,i.E ! which he works. This is a hard; task, but i 

-—;— \ _ —■ 7fi»oi slave has it to do, or. Ilia back: must be , 

i member of the writer s Con- t®. nieces withithe lash. F„r the 


Third District... .SETH MAT. 

Fourth Dist ..CHARLES G. CONE. 

Fifth Dist....: .HENRY MC’CRJLLIS. 

Seventh Dist. SAMUEL M. PbND. 

53“ Getting off 5000 copies of ’Seventy Six 
has obliged our printers to delay this paper fo 


poor Slave nis n to do, or ins back must be cut Delinquent subscribers tc 

to pieces withtbe lash. For tne five acres will - .rf .. . n „ 
produce ten thousand pounds of rough cotton, and pal to See t lat ’ a ter a tbe sacr 
if he picked 60 pounds per day and work 25'days tain their paper, it will be a bare 
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TRUTH. the cotton, was. weighed,,and one negro hod pick- ing that at leas 

ed, or at least his basket weighed over a hundred language of a 
parties findinglhat the princi- P 00 ^* and “P?“ tuning out the chiton it was now tire 

party are gaining favor with found t0 contain sand in the bottom, the poor ne- 
of all their contempt and ridi- ? rn plead for mercy, and said- he had the fever atheism stalks 
esin a sinking condition, have and ague so bad, that his hands shook so that he listed in its h 
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therefore by joining them we This cotton gin is composed of a Wooden cylinder- 


e relied this year, for support.- 


t picked Mr. Lovejov’s Sermons. No apology for the 
no when h*ngth of tiiat article. It is exceedingly gratify- 
ad pick- ing that at least one,.pulpit has spoken out in the 
hundred language of a Christian roan, on the great question 
i it was now before the nation, Is God Supreme ? When 
[je°fever atheism stalks abroad without ft blush, having en- 
o that he listed in its horrid work nearly every political 
ne night press in the land, is it not time for the pulpit to 
in'va’in 1 speak ? 

pping— SEVENTY SIX AS TRACTS. '' 


"Active committee of the m. a. b. 

SOCIETY. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held at the anti- 
slavery Office, Hallowell, Oct. 9, 1843, Eld. Sam. 
Whitnei was appointed an agent of the society. 

Austin Willey was also appointed a general 
agent of the Society. 

The friends of the cause are earnestly requested 
to operate with these agents in carrying it forward. 
Especially do the committee ask for the necessary 
funds to enable them to prosecute successfully the 
various methods of anti slavery action,with an en¬ 
ergy commensurate with the present cheering 
prospects, of usefulness. 

The Committee ask for Eld. Whitney a kind 
reception, and attentive hearing, and a gener¬ 
ous heart. The treasures of the society are only 
in the pockets of its friends. The committee par¬ 
ticularly invite the cordial co-operation Of their 
Freewill Baptist friends in sustaining this agency. 

SIMON PAGE, Secretary. 

By the above it will be seen that the committee 
are determined to urge on the cause of Liberty, 
and Humanity to the extent of the means furnish¬ 
ed them. Eld. Whitney has labored extensively 
in the cause in Maine the last year, and has ren¬ 
dered it important service, but fqr this he has re¬ 
ceived very little compensation. This is unrea¬ 
sonable and unjust. Laborers in this cause must 
be supported. It is hoped the people where he 
labors will see to it that contributions are made 
for his support. He will lecture, collect funds, 
distribute tracts, and documents, apt as agent for 
the Liberty Standard, arid for 'Seventy Six. 

The general agent will Endeavor to call into the 
field at least one efficient local agent in each, 
county. The .committee have long been, seeking 
the services of an able lecturer, hut. have found it 
impossible to ob.tain sueft man. Wfe must do our 
own work, and that will no doubt be the best in 
the end. We haverinen enough in Maine, and 
men for our purposes, of the first order. The 
Cause now suffers most.for the detail of’ its work. 


ing politics, let them fearh 
preach God's politics themsi 
themselves, nor allow their he 
buked, tiiat their neighbor’s c 
the market by the pound, and ulsn 
monious hypocrisy, say, “ we are del 
all those abominations." 

REWARD. 

Savage, who claimed, pursued 
runaway slave in Thomaston a f ew 
has been stabbed to the heart in one o 
ern States. 

So he who threatened and sought 
Philbrook and Kelleran, has been hi 
own gallows. 

WITHDRAWAL, AND CHANQg 
IN LINCOLN AND OXFORD CC 
IONAL DISTRICT. 

In consequence of the shortness of 
the next trial for the choice of R epr , 
the 4th Congressional District, the ( 
rangement is made for the series of J 

Commencing at Bath, Tuesday 1(] 
M. 24th inst. to continue through the c 
ding. Topsham, Wednesday 10 0 ’c 
through the day and evening. Lew 
Thursday, 1 o'clock P. M. to contini 
and evenings. Richmond", Saturday , 
A. M. through the day and evening. 

The Lincoln County Meeting, and 
S. Meetings notified for Lincoln Coi 
week’s paper., are recalled. 

“ All who are in favor of imnudiat 
tion of their brethren in chains, am 
thralment of themselves and friem 
bondage and corruptions of the old ] 
ganizationd, and favorable to the vie\ 
oy of the Liberty Party, are.invited to 
in our deliberations. Friends of the p< 


THE SABBATH QUESTION 
easure recently adopted by Ger: 


has made of one 
the face of the 
truth and inean. 
' of our Fathers, 
nd consequently, 
tain himself by 


ng the poor ; if 
important truths 
the ‘great offi- 


D1STR1CT NO. 5. 

This too, is a defeated district, and the enemies 
of slavery will have another opportunity of recor¬ 
ing their testimony against it, clothed in all the 
power of a freeman’s ballot. Somerset and Waldo 
must wake up to this important election. It will 
be unexpected if Waldo, where little has been 
expected heretofore, should outdo.Somerset. But 
that appears probable at present. 

DISTRICT NO. 7. 

That District may be called somewhat properly, 
“ all down east,” We would take the liberty to 
suggest that some good friend or friends there, 
employ a tract agent and send him all through 


NOTICES FOR DISTRICT NO 3 


. j JXV.UJMC, ui presented to tfietn in a false 

aspect. The liberty party took it out of the 
1 hands of politicians, and Gerrit Smith’s plan takes 
It out of the hands of oppressing ministers, and 
carries it directly to the people without consult¬ 
ing ministers or deacons. This is as it‘should 

But it is said, Mr. Smith preaches « politics ” 
Sabbath days. That too is all right, is what eve- 
Ty minister does who preaches the whole gospel. 
The bible preaches politics, and if its professed 
teachers will not do th'e same, we will rejoice that 
tie people are instructed by other so able and 
good men as Smith, Stewart, and others. 

'So bold a measure, however, and so unusual 
was calculated to startle many good men and abo¬ 
rtionists. Several ministers in Western New 
York have issued a protest through a whio- p a n er 


mg mat nis columns are open for refutation, 
had supposed that his experier.ee in settling 
dictsfor libel, had’taught him of a liabiljl 
yond that, and that he will be held to inai 
his own statements. 

Tbe truth is, both parties at the time sprea 
their cases before the country, and the N. 
committee have been sustained as fair and & 
able by the whole country, except a few a 

disappointed pride gnaws still upon itself. 1 
gentlemen slandered will not probably fee! ob 
to go through an explanation and refutation 
every whig paper publishing the accusation^ 
we hope will take a shorter course. The. ca; 
perfectly plain, 

THE KENNEBEC CONFERENCE- 


-ouuos may oe preached on the Sab- 
ial caucusses may be attended and 
made on that day. But that will 
ly more than preaching honesty in 
id to commercial transactions on the 
. Neither is it a valid objection to the 
Mr. Smith that they bear.directly 




















nenry uiay tor president. When Mr. 
ce shall abandon his slave-holding candl¬ 
'd come out fully and manfully in favor 
eat and glorious cause of Liberty and our 
‘then and not till then, may he rightfully 
e votes of freemen. A. B. 

3EEGATIONAL CHURCH IN 

topsham. 

Tops ham, Oct. '6th, 1843. 
Editor of the Liberty Standard,— 

Sin,—You are requested to publish the 
g preamble and resolutions, passed by the 
;ational church in Topsham, August 12th 

?as certain resolutions on Slavery, passed 
° Ct ' 2 ’ 1S42 > and published in the 
u Mirror and Liberty Standard, are deein- 
any respects, more or less objectionable ; 

v oted, that they be, and they.are here- 
1 e " > ancl the following, embracing some 
l0 J. e " n P ortant ' principles, without their 

^1 inth^te’ad^’ ^ Uley hereb ^ are 

red, 1. That American Slavery is such an 
°‘ “ aturaI justice, Violation of the Di- 
> a "d contradiction of the principles of 


on several different occasions, led out in chains to i 
different parts of the city for execution, and with I 
the sword of the executioner drawn over his head, 
he was required to renounce the Christian religion I 
and believe in Mohammed ; but he resolutely per¬ 
sisted in declaring that he was ready to die rather 
than deny Christ. He was executed in his Euro- I 
pean dress, and after decapitation, the head, with f 
a Frank cap upon it, was placed between the legs, c 

It is a public and most outrageous insult upon 1 
all Christian nations. Every European here feels f 
the indignity, but yet no one seems to know what f 
is the proper remedy. 1 

Steamboat Disaster ard Loss or 30 Lives. — t 
The New Orleans Tropic of the 22d srys that the 1 
steamer clipper, one of the Bayo Sara packets, un¬ 
der the command of Capt. Laurent, bursted her 
boilers on the 19th Sept., about noon, as she was t 
backing out from Bayo Sara to proceed to Tunica, c 
At the explosion the boat broke in two, and sank \ 
immediately . The boilers and a part of the cabin i 
were blown away entirely. The editors say they [ 
have been unable to learn the exact number of } 
lives lost by this sad disaster, but of the whole ‘ 
cro w, (siipposcd to be forty) only nine persons es- a 
taped. Capt. Laurent and the Pilot, Mr. Jordan, t 
and gpven scalded. She blew up just as she was t 


petitioned in Bankruptcy, to a certain piece 
land deeded to Leonard Mower Esq. by virtue 
a Bund.—Situate in Greene. 

Also the following personal property viz. 

A quantity of meadow hay perhaps a ton—from 
i 10 tons of English hay. From 60 to 70 bush- 
Rye and a quantity of Cats, Barley, Wheat, 
rn, Potatoes, Apples, &c. Said Stetson's in- 
estln a colt in possession of Samuel Merrill— 
erest in an old chaise—interest in a pair of ox- 
—his internet in a lot of hemlock logs—his in- 
est in 1 1-2 acres of Rye—.1 old sled—a old axe 
i 1 crow-bar. Particulars made knowp at time 


Astonishing' Sews!!! 

SHE TIME HAS COME, .when Consumption 

. inav be classed with the curable, diseases. 

rhe HUNGARIAN BALSAM OF LIFE, dis- 
m*ed by Dr. Buchan of London, (England) is 
» most wonderful curative of 
PULMONARY CONSUMPTION, 
d all diseases of the chest and lungs, in the 


ment, of the proprietors, for Hallowell am 

ty- _ - 

WILTON FACTORY 

mat proprietors of the Wilton Manufi 
§ Company would respectfully inform 
lie that their factory is now ready to 
WOOL to manufacture cloth for custc 
Wool will be manufactured on shares, or 
yard at the following prices, viz: 
Cassimeres, from 35 to 45 c ts p 

Common fulled cloth, 33 to 42 

Satinetts, including warp, 30 to 37 

Blankets, 2 yards wide, 33 to 42 

Flannel, 17 to 33 

Pressed cloth, 25 

The foregoing will be the prices if the 
taken and the cloth delivered at the fat 
left with agents two cents per yard v'ill bi 
—cloth will be kept on hand to excho 

Wool Carding and Cloth Dressing done 
ah—The proprietors will hold themselves 
sible for all work that goes out of their hi 


Jelfast, H. G. 0. Washburn & Co. 

District Courts, ^inc 

1HE UNPARALLELLED ISSUE PLAS- 
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